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INTRODUCTION – The Heart of a Vibrant Community 
 

Wavertree is a suburb of Liverpool and has been part of the city since 1895.  Before that it was its own township with a town hall and local 

board – to some people it is still known as ‘the Village’.  The centre of the suburb is the historic road Wavertree High Street which has been a 

major arterial route into Liverpool for hundreds of years. 

As a place of considerable historic significance Wavertree High Street is a Conservation Area and has a number of prestigious listed buildings 

including the former Town Hall the landmark Picton Clock, iconic Wavertree Lock-Up and a rare Georgian bow-windowed shopfront.  We 

have strong local participation such as the community-tended Rose Garden, the long-standing Wavertree Society and the energetic Love 

Wavertree organisations.  

The historic evidence of the street shows that for centuries it has been the heart of a vibrant community combining retail trades, services and 

crafts, housing and leisure  -  a traditional High Street.  However over the past twenty years there has been a significant decline and shift in 

the quality, fabric and character of the High Street.  There has been an increase in anti-social carparking which not only endangers vulnerable 

road users but also cracks and damages paving flags, there has been an increase in pollution and the slow decline of footfall. The elements 

that made the street a High Street a living space have become secondary to the road as merely a vehicle path from Liverpool to the suburbs. 

We feel that the time is right for the High Street to be reclaimed by those who live in its vicinity, by the people of Wavertree.  We feel that our 

High Street should become a street for all, a place that feels safer, more welcoming, inclusive and sustainable. 

We feel that key to those changes will be rediscovering the uses the street has had to accommodate to create a more equitable space for all, 

one that can address our current needs but also accommodate the needs of the future including things to help address our global climate 

crisis.   

We will create opportunities for new uses such as pavement-cafes and informal public spaces, encourage new planting and greenery, make 

the space safer for walkers, cyclists and scooterers, we feel that through these changes we can make the street the heart of the community 

again. 

- The Wavertree Society, 2021 
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1 =- From Love Wavertree Questionnaire 2020 
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Wavertree Council Ward Map SHOWING HOUSING DENSITY, SCHOOLS, RAIL AND MAJOR SPORTS FACILITIES 
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
• Wavertree High Street must be a place for people to live, work and shop. 

• Wavertree High Street must work for every type of person including current and potential future users. 

• Wavertree High Street must accommodate public transport users. 

• No people, or groups of people should be privileged at the expense of others. 

• However we recognise that some people are more vulnerable and some people more able – we must respect that. 
 

 

• Wavertree High Street needs to become diverse and inclusive in what it offers. 

• We must encourage new uses, including utilising public spaces to help facilitate businesses (tourist visits, pavement 

cafes etc..). 

• We must encourage ‘linger’ time through proper parking, more attractive environment and add things to 

encourage people to stop, shop and enjoy their time in Wavertree. 

• We must campaign for business amenities and other public services to help our street prosper and grow. 
 

 

• Wavertree High Street is rich in built and natural assets – we must use them for the benefit and enjoyment of all. 

• We must find ways to ensure historic assets are responsibly adapted, reused and maintained. 

• We must ensure our natural assets such as parks, gardens and greenspaces are safe, enjoyable and well utilised. 

• We must encourage new greenery, planting and softer landscape features where we can. 

 

All proposals are  based on already implemented schemes elsewhere, we are not doing anything new – just taking the best from 

other places! 
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Street Design Standards – Current and Withdrawn 

 

2 - Street Design Standards, Current and Withdrawn published by the Institution of Civil Engineers and the Urban Design Group 
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RESEARCH & POLICIES 

National Policies & Guidance 
Manual for Streets (2007) - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/manual-for-streets 

Street Design Standards (Current and Withdrawn Practice) 2020 - https://www.udg.org.uk/publications/manuals/street-design-standards 

Building for a Healthy Life (2020) - https://www.udg.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/files/14JULY20%20BFL%202020%20Brochure_3.pdf 

Local Policies & Guidance 
Revitalising Wavertree – The Lost Village in the Heart of Liverpool (2005) -  

http://www.liverpool.ndo.co.uk/wavsoc/news06/LivingStreetsWavertreeAudit_6227.pdf 

City Plan for Liverpool (2020) -  https://cityplanliverpool.co.uk/ 

Liverpool Street Charter (2017-2020) - https://liverpool.gov.uk/media/1357552/street-charter.pdf 

Parking Enforcement Policy (2019) - https://liverpool.gov.uk/media/1358135/parking-enforcement-policy-v45-02-aug-2019.doc 

Highways Asset Management Policy and Strategy 2019/20-2022/23 - https://liverpool.gov.uk/media/1358226/highway-asset-infrastucture-

management-policy-strategy-2019.pdf 

Local Transport Plan for Liverpool City Region - https://www.liverpoollep.org/economic-strategy/local-transport-plan/ 

Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2014-2019 - https://liverpool.gov.uk/media/9138/health-and-wellbeing-strategy-final.pdf 

Liverpool Cycling Strategy 2014-2026 - https://liverpool.gov.uk/media/9013/cyclingstrategy.pdf 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/manual-for-streets
https://www.udg.org.uk/publications/manuals/street-design-standards
https://www.udg.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/files/14JULY20%20BFL%202020%20Brochure_3.pdf
http://www.liverpool.ndo.co.uk/wavsoc/news06/LivingStreetsWavertreeAudit_6227.pdf
https://cityplanliverpool.co.uk/
https://liverpool.gov.uk/media/1357552/street-charter.pdf
https://liverpool.gov.uk/media/1358135/parking-enforcement-policy-v45-02-aug-2019.doc
https://liverpool.gov.uk/media/1358226/highway-asset-infrastucture-management-policy-strategy-2019.pdf
https://liverpool.gov.uk/media/1358226/highway-asset-infrastucture-management-policy-strategy-2019.pdf
https://www.liverpoollep.org/economic-strategy/local-transport-plan/
https://liverpool.gov.uk/media/9138/health-and-wellbeing-strategy-final.pdf
https://liverpool.gov.uk/media/9013/cyclingstrategy.pdf
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Our Proposals 
We have identified four areas where we think we can make a big difference to the 

street, they are: 

 

The Wellington Road Junction - a dangerous crossing made safer for all 

 

Creating a High Street for All – reducing car-speeds and dominance, adding 

proper parking spaces to reduce on-pavement parking 

 

Pedestrian Safety – introducing clearways and continuous footpaths over side 

roads 

 

Awakening the Village Heart – reimagining the Picton Clock, Lockup and park as 

a better village centre 
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WELLINGTON ROAD JUNCTION 
The junction of Wellington, Rathbone and Picton Roads is an historic and natural crossroads for all forms of traffic.  It is a key node 

serving the east-west flow of people to and from the High Street but is also a key north-south route linking residential hubs of 

Rathbone Road and Smithdown Road.  It is also the primary route for people utilising Wavertree Technology Park Railway Station 

who may want to use the facilities of Wavertree Sports Centre and Tennis Centre. 

The junction is heavily trafficked with very tight corners resulting in restricted views by drivers from all directions.  This is especially 

true when approaching the junction from Wellington Road which is also on a significant slope.   The junction is entirely designed 

around prioritising motor vehicle users and provides little benefit for anyone else. 

There are no formal pedestrian crossings at this junction resulting in a space that places motor vehicles and pedestrians into 

conflict.  This current junction is dangerous for even the most able pedestrian, let alone those less confident or with reduced 

mobility.  

We propose: -   

• A resequencing of traffic lights to include a pedestrian phase. 

• Bus stops moved away from junction and staggered to avoid two buses next to each other (will also even out space between 

bus stops). 

• A six-way crossing utilising not only standard road crossing paths but also diagonal ‘X’ crossing paths to reflect pedestrian 

desire lines. 

This will: - 

• Create a safer junction that can be used all road users. 

• Help facilitate pedestrian linkages between key amenities such as the Railway Station and Sports Centre  

• Encourage active travel 

• Use the existing road widths and corner radius. 
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Where it’s been done before 

 

  

Precedent 2 - Victoria Street, Liverpool 

Precedent 1 - Victoria Street, Liverpool 
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CREATING A HIGH STREET FOR ALL 
 

Wavertree High Street (and the easternmost part of Picton Road)  is the traditional high-street of the original Wavertree Village.  Although suffering 

through the general decline affecting most high-streets it still remains the main location of economic activity due to its multitude of shops, cafes, public 

houses and commercial properties as well as being the location of amenities such as the city council One Stop Shop and Wavertree Public Library.  The 

street is also the location of two educational establishments in Wavertree C of E Primary School and Assess Education. 

Although still an active street there is general sense that the street is not as busy as it used to be and that there are too many vacant shops and a general 

sense of decline.  This sense is enhanced by the low quality, old, poorly maintained and neglected public realm and the domination of the street by motor 

traffic, including pavement parking. 

The high-street is very wide, at some points being four lanes wide (including bus-stop).  Whilst these are heavily used during rush-hours for the majority of 

the time they are not used and provide an inefficient use of space as well as being pedestrian hostile. 

We propose: -  

Repurpose the redundant bus-lane for general westbound traffic use, enabling the existing eastbound lane to be used for parking bays, landscaping and 
potential street-cafes. 

Traffic calming without reducing speed-limit though passive control measures such as varied road surfaces and narrowed lanes. 

Additional informal zebra crossings to aid pedestrian use and increase driver awareness. 

Introducing formal car-parking bays into the street to reduce pavement-parking. 

Introducing planters and benches to introduce green-elements and also places for people to rest. 

This will: -  

• Encourage a more diverse uses of the street.  Make the road safer for vulnerable users. 

• Reduce dominance of motor traffic.   Help regulate traffic flow through more consistent speeds. 

• Reduce the risk of pavement parking.   Introduce softer green elements to the street. 

• Revive the street and improve street furniture, remove bollards and revitalise paving. 
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Example 3 - Temporary Traffic Restrictions to two lanes as designed by Balfour Beatty for Cadent Gas,  First Quarter 2021  
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Where it’s been done before 

  

Precedent 3- Hope Street, Liverpool 
Precedent 4 - Bridge Road North, Birkenhead 

Precedent 5 - Park Road, Poynton Precedent 6 - Park Road, Poynton 
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY 
 

Picton Road and Wavertree High Street border an area of dense residential properties and a catchment area of people who will be within 15 minute walk of 

the high street.  It is also an area that attracts young families due to its proximity to good schools and its relatively low house prices compared to nearby 

Childwall and Allerton.  This means that there is a likelihood for large numbers of prams and buggies. 

The tight 19th Century grid-pattern means that there are thirteen side streets that feed into Picton Road/High Street.  Each of these, apart from one, 

requires the user to navigate a kerb down and up into the carriageway.  This gives motor-vehicles a sense of priority and precedence when entering the 

High Street and makes walkability much harder.   

These side-streets are nominally 20mph streets and vehicles should not be leaving/entering them at speed as they are residential streets, however driver 

behaviour does not always reflect that especially at less-busy times on the main road.  Conflict also arises from inconsiderate parking which sometimes 

covers corners. 

We propose: -  

• A continuous footway over junctions. 

• Tighter corners to help manage traffic speeds. 

• Introduce planters and greenery. 

• A 2m ‘clearway’  - free from bollards, lampposts and other obstructions. 

This will: - 

• Encourage drivers to slow their speeds and consider other road users.  

• Make a more pleasant, less polluted pedestrian environment especially for buggies, mobility scooters and other users. 

• Encourage active travel for children to walk to schools, for pleasure and for health and wellbeing. 
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Where it’s been done before 
 

 

  

Precedent 7 - Amsterdam 

Precedent 10 -  Glasgow 

Precedent 8 - Craddock Street, Camden 

Precedent 9 - Park Road Clearway, Birkenhead 
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AWAKENING THE VILLAGE HEART 
 

The traditional heart of Wavertree Village is the crossroads at the old village green.  The importance of this site cannot be overstated, the location of the 

famous Picton Clocktower, imposing Abbey Cinema and two of the area’s oldest pubs (The Coffee House and former pub, The Lamb) as well as the 

Wavertree Lock-up and the only remaining part of common-land in the city. 

Being a traditional crossroads this area has always been very heavily trafficked, indeed the Picton Clock and shelter in the middle of the roundabout was 

the former tram waiting shelter and the entire road-layout based upon the turning radius of the old trams.  Whilst the Picton Clock is an important visual 

landmark for people passing through Wavertree few people can actually get close to it and appreciate its detail due to the speed and volume of traffic. 

We propose:-  

• To narrow the carriageway to effectively create the feel of circular one-way road rather than a roundabout. 

• Introducing tighter corner radii to better regulate traffic speed. 

• Introduce informal pedestrian crossings to the centre-island to accommodate pedestrian desire lines. 

• Enlarge the centre island to introduce greenery, shrubbery and improve viability of reusing existing building. 

• Removal of motor traffic along Lake Road and incorporate park into common-land/lock-up for multi-use space 

• To replace Lake Road traffic, introduce a second roundabout at junction of Mill Lane/Lance Lane. 

This will:-  

• Make historic assets more accessible and increase public space. 

• Restore life to a traffic-dominated junction. 

• Encourage active movement in the area, reduce motor vehicle priority. 
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Precedent 12 - Britannia Roundabout, Adalaide (before) 

 Where it’s been done before 

 
 

  

Precedent 2 - Poynton Roundabout 

Precedent 13 - Britannia Roundabout, Adelaide (after) 
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CONCLUSION 
 

We are at a crossroads. 

The pressing climate crisis, the changing face of retail, the unsustainability of car-led development and not least the 

impacts of the Covid 19 pandemic have brought us to a point where there is a unifying cry – change is needed. 

The twelve months between March 2020 and 2021 have taught us all a lesson in how valuable the amenities in our local 

area are.  

We are fortunate in Wavertree.  We live in an area with huge potential.  We have our history and heritage, the clocktower, 

the lock-up, the Abbey, George Harrison and John Lennon. We have our beloved park, the Mystery.  We have our top-

class sports facilities, running-track, tennis centre, football pitches and swimming pool.  We have our beautiful library, our 

much-admired Rose Garden and our play-area.  We have all this… but our greatest asset is our people, our community 

and these are the people the High Street must serve. 

Even now, after years of decline the High Street still has a good range of shops, restaurants and pubs…  but without 

action, without changing the way our High Street works, without allowing the street to become usable by all we risk 

losing what we have and more importantly, we risk our future. 

 

Together we must make our High Street work for everyone and it is time we loved High Street again. 
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